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Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, it has been al-

most 1 year since two-thirds of the 
Senate—Democrats and Republicans— 
voted for comprehensive immigration 
reform. So House Republicans have had 
1 year to address the 4.3 million fami-
lies languishing in the immigration 
backlogs separated from their loved 
ones for decades, 1 year to bring the 11 
million undocumented immigrants who 
are already in the fabric of our society 
out of the shadows so they can earn 
their place in society, and 1 year to 
allow the brightest minds in the world 
to graduate from our schools and con-
tribute to the economy. They have had 
1 year to reduce the deficit by nearly $1 
trillion, as this bill will do. 

They promised the American people 
reform; all we have heard are excuses 
for the delays. That is why I helped to 
introduce H.R. 15, a bipartisan immi-
gration bill. This bill has the votes to 
pass today. 

I urge Republican leadership to put 
politics aside and bring this bill to the 
floor. It is time to fix our broken immi-
gration system once and for all. 

f 

BORDER CRISIS 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, you know, the surge of illegal 
immigration on the southern border of 
Texas is one of the largest security and 
social issues facing our Nation today. 
Thousands of illegals crossing into the 
United States directly impact our 
schools, our hospitals, government 
budgets, employment, crime, and all 
parts of American life. 

Sadly, this surge is no coincidence; 
instead, it is a direct response to Presi-
dent Obama’s failed policies. 

News reports stated: 
White House officials acknowledged some 

of the thousands of children seeking refuge 
are coming, in part, because they think they 
will be allowed to stay in the United States 
because of President Obama’s policies. 

This is totally unacceptable. We are 
a Nation of laws. The President has a 
duty to fully enforce our laws and pro-
tect our borders. 

Texans and all Americans want, 
need, and deserve a secure border, pe-
riod. 

f 

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT DICK 
SHIGEMI HAMADA 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor and recognize Staff Sergeant 
Dick Shigemi Hamada, a Japanese 
American World War II veteran born in 
Hawaii who served under the Office of 
Strategic Services, a precursor to the 
CIA. 

He volunteered for the renowned 
442nd Regimental Combat Team in 
1943, shipped off to the fearsome battle-

fields of the Burma-India-China the-
ater, and later parachuted into what is 
now Beijing in order to rescue more 
than 600 prisoners of war. 

Throughout his military career, Staff 
Sergeant Hamada stayed true to the 
aloha spirit. His love of our country 
and determination to do whatever it 
took to accomplish the mission are an 
inspiration to all who have raised their 
hands to wear the uniform and serve. 

Staff Sergeant Hamada passed away 
on May 27 at the age of 92, leaving be-
hind a legacy of courage and servant 
leadership. He will be interred later 
today at the National Memorial Ceme-
tery of the Pacific at Punchbowl, and 
we send to him our deepest gratitude 
and say ‘‘aloha’’ to this Hawaii hero. 

f 

WE NEED TO SECURE OUR 
BORDER 

(Mrs. BLACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, in May of 
2011, President Obama gave a speech in 
El Paso, Texas, where he effectively 
said: Mission accomplished—our border 
is secure. In fact, he mocked those of 
us who disagreed with him, suggesting 
that we wouldn’t be happy until there 
was a moat guarding our southern bor-
der. 

Mr. Speaker, as we witness tens of 
thousands of children crossing our bor-
der today, I hope the President remem-
bers his speech in El Paso and owns up 
to his administration’s failure in en-
forcing our immigration policy. 

We need a secure border before we 
can address any kind of immigration 
reform, which is why I am a proud co-
sponsor of H.R. 2220, the SMART Bor-
der Act—tough, smart legislation to fi-
nally get operational control over our 
Nation’s borders. 

f 

b 1215 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
WORKERS OF WARREN MILL 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
December, in Stafford Springs, Con-
necticut, Warren mill, a textile mill 
that had been in operation for 161 
years, sadly closed its doors and laid 
off its workers. 

It was a day where many were sort of 
writing obituaries for the textile indus-
try in New England, but for many, the 
memory and the reputation of the high 
quality of that factory lived on. 

Fast forward to this past Wednesday, 
a new owner, American Woolen, closed 
on a deal to reopen the plant, which 
the looms will be humming by the end 
of this month, hiring back the workers 
whose quality workmanship, again, 
resurrected this industry for New Eng-
land. 

It was because of the combined effort 
of my office, which worked with the 

parties, to bring them together, and 
Governor Dan Malloy, who provided 
some low-interest financing, to help 
the transaction move forward. It all 
came together, so that by the end of 
June, 80 workers are going to be back 
at the looms producing wool and deliv-
ering it with a ‘‘Made in America’’ 
stamp, which is not just a dream, it is 
a reality. It is good business practice 
for people to invest in America’s work-
ers. 

Congratulations to the workers of 
Warren mill in Stafford Springs, Con-
necticut, for setting an example of how 
we, as a Nation, can lead again in man-
ufacturing. 

f 

GI BILL ANNIVERSARY 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the original GI 
Bill, also known as the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944. This legisla-
tion has had an enormous impact on 
the lives of millions of veterans, cre-
ating access to low-cost home loans 
and educational and vocational train-
ing. 

Signed into law on June 22, 1944, the 
GI Bill came into being during the 
height of World War II, when America 
was mobilized into war around the 
globe. These veterans returned from 
war, utilized access to education and 
training, and began building an Amer-
ica that would lead the world economi-
cally and militarily for generations to 
come. 

Since then, veterans from other con-
flicts, including Korea, Vietnam, and 
others, have used the GI Bill. Recently, 
it was amended to allow a new genera-
tion of veterans to gain access to a va-
riety of benefits to transition to civil-
ian life. The post-9/11 GI Bill builds 
upon the success of a bill signed into 
law 70 years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, our veterans have paid 
a high price to earn these benefits, and 
they deserve as much. 

f 

HONORING MABON ‘‘TEENIE’’ 
HODGES 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of an outstanding 
guitarist, songwriter, singer, and leg-
endary Memphis musician, Mabon 
Hodges, better known as ‘‘Teenie’’ 
Hodges, who passed away in Dallas just 
yesterday. 

Teenie started playing the guitar at 
age 12, and he and his brothers were 
part of the Hi Rhythm Section, which 
was part of Royal Studios and Hi 
Records music that produced Al Green 
and Otis Clay and others, a great part 
of the Memphis sound in the seventies 
under Willie Mitchell, a great producer 
and great musician himself. 
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